Citations and References
You must document any material in your thesis that is taken directly or indirectly from another source.
This documentation usually consists of citations in the text where the material appears, and a reference
list (works cited) or bibliography at the end of the thesis. The exact form of your text citation and
references list depends on your academic discipline. It is important that you choose an established
reference style that is appropriate for your field. Consult with your major professor, style guides,
and/or the “Guide to Authors” from commonly used journals or books in your field, hot someone
else’s thesis, for examples of acceptable styles. Choose one style and use it consistently for all text
citations, footnotes, and references.

Text Citations
Depending on the citation style that you use, your text citations may be in one of several forms: the
author-date system, or superscript, bracketed, or parenthetical numbers that refer to footnotes at the
bottom of the page, notes at the end of chapters, or notes or references at the end of the document. You
should always include the source’s page number(s) when citing a direct quote.

References List/Bibliography

A references list/bibliography is required in all theses that cite sources. How to reference literature and

construct a bibliography, and examples of reference styles are given in many style guides available in

bookstores and the library, and in the “Guide to Authors” found in scholarly journals. You should use

the bibliographic style of your own discipline.

» Format the bibliography heading like the other top level/chapter headings of the thesis. If chapter
numbering is used, do not number the bibliography heading.

» Number references only if using numbers to cite references in the text. Number references either in
the order they are first referred to in the text or alphabetically by first author’s last name.

« Use indentation and/or space between references so that each entry is easy to find.

« Pay special attention to the punctuation, spacing, capitalization, and the arrangement of the
information included in each listed reference so that each entry is complete and consistently matches
the reference style you are following.

References for Internet Sources of Information
Sources of scholarly information are often found on the Internet, but the URL may move over time or
disappear. The bibliography format for a reference to an on-line source is very usually similar to the
format of a journal article reference: The name of the author is listed first (if available); the title of the
web page is listed (formatted similarly to a journal article title); the name of the web site is listed
(formatted similarly to the name of a journal); the year of publication is included in a similar manner to
the year or date of other references; the URL of each specific page you are citing and the date you last
accessed that page of the web site are listed at the end of the reference, in most cases. In the text, the
citation consists of the first item listed in the reference section (the author’s name, if available;
otherwise the title of the web page, followed by the year). If your style guide lists the order of these
items differently, follow that style, but list complete information, even if your style guide does not
require it.



